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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claimed invention does not fall within at 
least one of the four categories of patent eligible subject matter recited in 35 U.S.C. 101 
above. Claim 5 is claiming a computer program and a program itself cannot be 
patented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Publication 2002/0016962 A1 to DeCarmo et al (hereafter referenced as DeCarmo). 

Regarding claim 1, "a method of controlling, from an information carrier 
player (101), a user access to an information carrier (105) and to a server (103)" 
reads on the digital signal playback apparatus that controls access to a digital 
cable and DVD in DVD disk drive using rating manager (abstract and ^0030) 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,704 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

disclosed by DeCarmo and represented in Figs. 1 and 2 (elements 202, 210, 
218). As to "said information carrier (105) being associated with a preset 
parental control level (DVD_PCL)" DeCarmo discloses (H0044) that the 
information carrier such as DVD contains multiple parental control levels and 
based on the parental control level set by rating manager, it either enables or 
disables the video contents. As to "said information carrier player (101) being 
associated with a current parental control level (Current_PCL_i)" DeCarmo 
discloses (110044) that the rating manager in an apparatus sets the parental 
control for all the input devices. As to "said server (103) being intended to 
contain data associated with a rating level (RL)" DeCarmo discloses (H0044) that 
the input device such as digital broadcast cable, exchanges its ratings 
information with the rating manager. 

As to "said method of controlling comprising: a first switching step (104) 
controlled by a first control signal derived from a first comparison between said 
current parental control level (Current_PCL_i) and said preset parental control 
level (DVD_PCL), for authorizing or not the access to said information carrier 
(105)" DeCarmo discloses (110044) that the rating manager informs the DVD 
system about the preferred parental control. System matches preferred parental 
control with DVD's parental control and it enables/disables the video contents of 
DVD based on the set parental control level. 

As to "a second switching step (107) controlled by a second control signal 
(108) derived from a second comparison between said current parental control 
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level (Current_PCL_i) and said rating level (RL), for authorizing or not the access 
to said data" DeCarmo discloses fl[0031 , H0043 and 1J0044) that the rating 
manager exchanges its rating information with digital broadcast cable and after 
authenticating rating level of video streams with set parental control level, it either 
grants or denies access to video streams. 

Regarding claim 2, "a method comprising a preliminary look-up table step 
(112) for generating, from said rating level (RL), a modified rating level (RL') 
intended to be used for said second comparison" DeCarmo discloses (1J0045- 
110058) that the each input video stream must register with rating manager where 
registration process communicates information such as violence level, sexual 
level, adult language, etc to the rating manager. Based on this information, 
rating manager performs a series of checks against its own database before 
granting access to the data stream. 

Regarding claim 3, "an information carrier player (101) intended to read 
an information carrier (105) which is associated with a preset parental control 
level (DVD_PCL), and to control a user access to a server (103) intended to 
contain data associated with a rating level (RL), said information carrier player 
(101) being associated with a current parental control level (Current_PCL_i)" 
reads on the digital signal playback apparatus that controls access to a digital 
cable and DVD in DVD disk drive using rating manager (abstract and U0030) 
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disclosed by DeCarmo and represented in Figs. 1 and 2 (elements 202, 210, 
218). DeCarmo further discloses (1(0044) that the information carrier such as 
DVD contains multiple parental control levels and based on the parental control 
level set by rating manager, it either enables or disables the video contents. 
Rating manager in an apparatus sets the parental control for all the input devices 
such as digital broadcast cable which exchanges its ratings information with the 
rating manager. 

As to "player comprising: first switching means (104) controlled by a first 
control signal derived from a first comparison between said current parental 
control level (Current_PCL_i) and said preset parental control level (DVD_PCL), 
for authorizing or not the reading of said information carrier (105)" DeCarmo 
discloses (H0044) that the rating manager informs the DVD system about the 
preferred parental control. System matches preferred parental control with 
DVD's parental control and it enables/disables the video contents of DVD based 
on the set parental control level. 

As to "second switching means (107) controlled by a second control signal 
(108) derived from a second comparison between said current parental control 
level (Current_PCL_i) and said rating level (RL), for authorizing or not the access 
to said data" DeCarmo discloses (1(0031 , 1J0043 and 1J0044) that the rating 
manager exchanges its rating information with digital broadcast cable and after 
authenticating rating level of video streams with set parental control level, it either 
grants or denies access to video streams. 
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Regarding claim 4, "an information carrier player (101) comprising look-up 
means (112) for generating, from said rating level (RL), a modified rating level 
(RU) intended to be used for said second comparison" DeCarmo discloses 
(1|0045-lf0058) that the each input video stream received from digital broadcast 
cable must register with rating manager where registration process 
communicates information such as violence level, sexual level, adult language, 
etc to the rating manager. Based on this information, rating manager performs a 
series of checks against its own database before granting access to the data 
stream. 

Regarding claim 5, office assumes a computer program stored on a 
computer readable medium and processes the claim. As to "a computer program 
comprising code instructions for implementing the steps of the above method" 
DeCarmo discloses (110173) that his invention is implemented as a series of 
computer instructions or computer program on computer readable medium. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent 6,662,365 B1 to Sullivan et al discloses a system for controlling 
parental control subsystems within an entertainment system. 
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• US Publication 2003/01 1 5592 A1 to Johnson et al discloses an apparatus for 
selecting rating limits in a parental control system. 

• US Patent 6,567,979 B1 to DeCarmo et al discloses an apparatus for 
enforcing DVD parental control across an enterprise. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PINKAL CHOKSHI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. 
Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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